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Your child’s reading journey
Reception Autumn term

Welcome to the beginning of the most wonderful journey in which your child, whatever
their starting point, will become a fluent, confident reader who loves books!

For many children at the start of Reception, letters look like squiggles on the page and
have no connection to sounds. Learning that letters and sounds are linked - phonics -
is the key to reading.

In Recaption this term, we will teach children the sounds of the first set of letters in the
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme (Phase 2) so they can begin to
use phonics to read.

All for the love of reading

Reading enables children to function successfully in our increasingly text-filled world.
But research also tells us that:

= Reading develops children's vocabulary, understanding of the world and empathy.
= A love of reading is the biggest indicator of future academic success!
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised teaches children to read and to love reading.

‘What will my child be taught in school this term?
= This term, your child will be taught phonics for 10-15 minutes every day.

= They will learn to say and read all the single letter sounds (for example, s and m)
and some consonant digraphs. A digraph is where two letters make one sound
(for example qu and sh).

= We will work really hard to teach your child to blend sounds
together to read words.

= They will start reading wordless books and, when they can
blend sounds into words, will read Phase 2 books.

= We will provide your child with daily additional practice
if they need it.




How can | read a wordless book?!

= ‘Wordless books are invaluable as they teach reading behaviours and early reading
skills to children who are not yet blending.

» Talk to your child about what they can see in the pictures.
=  Point to the images in the circles and find them on the page.

= Encourage your child to make links from the book to their own experiences.

‘What about words that can’t be read easily with phonics?

+ Some common words are unusual and do not make sense with phonics until much
later in your child's reading journey, for example, ‘was’ and ‘the'.

= We call these words ‘tricky words’ and we teach these words differently. We help
children to identify the bit that does make sense and the part that is tricky.

» The ‘Phase 2 tricky words' document provides maore information. You will find this in
the ‘For parents’ area of the Little Wandle website.

What can | do to support my child at home?

= Ack themn what sounds they have learned each day and point out objects in the
environment or in books that start with that sound.

= Read to your child daily - choose books that you can enjoy together. The love of
reading books we send home are a great place to start!

= Listen to them practise reading their phonics book to develop their fluency.

= Ask your child's teacher if you need extra help with supporting your child - that's
what we're here for!

Grown-up homework!
Here are some gquick activities and links to give you the confidence to support your child with phonlcs.

1. Match the words to the definitions 3. Help your child to develop a love of reading

1. phonemse a. puttimg sounds together to Try to do one or more of the following with your
read a word child this term:

2 grapheme b another word for a sound = Visit your local lbrary.

3. blend . another word for a letter or = Find a book to buy in your local charity shop.
i e = Learn a nursery rivyme together.

2. Watch the videos for parents = Make a special time every day for sharing

Go to the 'For parents’ area of the Little Wandile Fililas

website (see link, Aght) and watch the following

videos:

*  Phase 2 sounds taught in Reception Autumn 1 Find further resources and

+  Phase 2 sounds taught in Reception Autumn 2 information for parents and carers at:

«  How we teach blending www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.

org.uk/resources/for-parents

= Books coming home



Phase 2 grapheme information sheet

Autumn 1

Elu.':hnm.t and mAEmoRE

Picture card

Prenunciation phrass

Formation phrase

snake

ke your seeth and o Lot the 5
hiss oo SSE%68 SEE58%

Duowwen thee snoke from hesd o ol

Open yosr mouth wide and make
thi & sound at the back of your
mouth & & &

Arcesred the astronout’s helmer amd
down into spoce

Olpem. yoesr kiges; put that tip of your
tongui behind your teeth and press
(53]

Ducewn the tiger and eross s meck.

)

Biring your lips cogather, pesh them
open and say p p p

Duawn thie penguin’s back, up and
anced its hisd

B i
Pull wour lips back and make the § | Down the igeora and dot the beaf
- sound of the beck of your moutk
l (39
iguana
Open yoer kg 0 bit, pur your Dvwwn, up and over the nex
tongui behind goer teeth and
l n u make the ARAAR sound AARRR
Bt
Pur your lips wgether ard make Dhowen, up and over the mouse's
I a the mmmmm oo memmmm ears.
g mous2

2023 ‘Wandle Laarning Trust. All rights resamaed




Grapheme and maemomic

Picture card

Prensnciation phrase

Formation phrase

Put your tongue to the top aed
front of your moutk and make a
quick d sound d d d

Rcesred the duck’s body, up 1o s
hesd and dows 1o s feet

duck
Giraw m 0 big wmile that shevus Rizeed that goan's face and curl
your tieath; press the middie of gour | under s chis
tongue to tea top amd back of gour
mouth; push goer tongue down
and forward 1o make the g
sound g g 9
qoat
Maoke your mouth iste round shape | All around the ocages
' and say e &
oeLopus

Opin Lo mouth mae & lick weile;
make your congue flor and mee it
up towards the top of your mouth
[LELTEL S

Curl aroered ot cot

Opin yoser mouth i a lncke smie;
make your tongue flor and mee it
up towands the top of your mouth
oo say e bk

Dhowen thie kite, up 1o the cop comer
and down o the borvoms cormer.

Opin yoser mouth iso a itk smile,
make your tongui flar and mee it
up towands the top of your mouth
tosayeee

¢ Curl amund the heel of the sock.
k Down the sock, up and back
down to the e,

Catchphrase: Rock char sock!

@
&
S
¢

Open yor mouth wide and say
e

Aroend the dopheost’s aye and curl
dioswn its prunk

= 2023 Wandle Learning Trust. &ll rights reserved
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Grapheme and masmaonic Picture card Pronsnciation phrase Formation phrase
Opan yoer mouth wide and soy Dooawn and arceed the wsbeella,
ig WAL and back 1o thi groesd

wmberalin
Shecew maz your teeth to make a From the doud to the ground amd
e sound FEFER FEFPE owir the rainbow

Fainbow

;_ | Open yoer mouth and kevathe out | Down, up and over the helicepees.
%ﬂ .
helicoper

Put your lips together asd say b as
you apen them b b b

Dvowwn che bear's back, ep and
rosared It5 Dy

e
!

Open your ligs o liode; pur your
tewrth on your botmoms lip and pesh
thit air out to make the sound Jf

iiii]

Duzewn chie flamingo to ics foon ad
across its wings

Open yoesr mouth a lile; put
your tongui up to the top of woeer
mouth, behisd your tith, and
press LELAL LulEL

Dowwn che lollipop stick

2023 Wandle Learning Trust. All rights resarved,




Phase 2 grapheme information sheet

Picture eard

Autumn 2

Puckar your lips and show | Diowm che jellgfish and dot
10T Tiathy usie your tomges | ins hiead
o you say j  J

jelbgfisn
Pt our et against your | Down to the bomom of the
etoem lip and make o wolcano and back e to tha

t DuTTiRg VWYY WYY tap
wolcans

Puackar your lips and kesp
thiem small 05 you soy w
- w

Drovm amed up amed dows and |
up the wees

Mouth opem, than e tha
28N Soesred Mu.l]h. L1 Ijlflu
oo Ijﬂu.l' mourh €8 &5 €3

[xx =

From. the top, acoss the box |
to the boatom. From teae top
again aoross the bos to the
bocmm

Smila, toseyst 1o tha tap of
1gour mouth, say y witko

PR your mouth gyy

Dhaem, ernuind the yo-yo and
curl round the string.

X
9
Z

N & X S < “—

i
box
yoye
zebra

Shecva mat your teath and
ez that B Soesmed ERERE
EFEFE

#crnss the top of the zebra's
hesd, zig-rag dows s eack
and aloeg

2021 Wardle Learnirg Trust. Al rights resened



Fermation phrase |

Graphkeme and maemonic Picture card Prananciation phrase Cate A
Pharier your mouth, q Round the qussn’s foce,
them opem it a3 you say down her robe and a fleck ar
g qu qu e and
l I q‘ I qu Quick, ix's the quesn!
queen
Pucker your lips and show ch Chew the chesrias, l
gour etk use your toeeges | childran
C a5 you 50y ch ch dh
cherries
Packer your lips and show | sh Skera thie shaells
wgour etk push the air out
S shibskshsh shikshshsh
shells
Volced: Tomges om your th Thismmhs up, we're havisg
it tawth abmost dosed wo | fun
make a eoring th th th
Unveieed: Tongue on wour
et push the air out
th th th
thiimb
Open your mouts a bit and | ng Bling o= a ring
thim use your tomge ot thie
back of your mouthk to sy
b b |
ring
- - Open your moutk a bt and | nk | tink | am. pisk
chim use youor tomges at the
Ik of your mouts ts Say
n n .
pink panda




Phase 2 tricky words: Reception Autumn term

In‘fnrmnﬂnnfnr parents and carers

“Tricky words' ane words that cannot satily be decoded Crounded o’ and read). Thi i3 because some of the sounds in
the words are spelled in an snusual way. It is impormant for childnen to be able 1o read these words ai thing ane among
the modt eommon words i English

Thae tabde below shows the tricky words that yowr child will learn in Phase 2 in the Autumn term of Reception and

exploins why each word is tricky. Chabdren will proctize the tricky words in school uniil they con read them automatically.
Thary will alse practise reading the tricky werds in the drcodable books thar they Bring homs,

Tricky partls) | Why is it tricky?

is Is The *s” makes the sound 2.

as Larning s fan For ‘s, your child has learned the sound 8 o3 0 sat’. They wil learn that
has 3’ ean make the iound « later i the Astumn term

his

| i The " mokes the sound I.!L

| = 1 Learning 3s fan For child has lrarned the sound § as in . =
e |th ‘l"m.l.rvl:h.l.ldh.unmgﬂ mn.-d.ﬂwd.qqzl\ u:h.:zhwnmmdmnbhglhr'i‘.

| &

put® u The “u’ makes the sound sa (as in book’).

pull Learning v fws For ', yoor child hos bearned the sound o as i “oup

Jull

puihy

and md Your child has mot yet learned how to blend together adjacent consonants

her | ev Your child has ot yet learned the digragh "o

qo o The *o” makes the sound sa.

o Luarning s fa For ', yowr child has learned the sound # a3 in "dog’

- o Thr'dmuknlhmﬂw{mm]md’]nr!h!uhmmmﬂ.ﬂqpﬂﬂngmmbﬂt.
o Lieasning ua for: Far ', yors €8ld bt Loarsnd bha sound o o4 in "dig

she I The '¢ mknuwm-udn

he Loarning e Jur- For s, gour child bad bamied the toond @ i in "ngg

e

me

be

of I The [ makes the sound v.

Tha & @ roew gpelling for this soend
Loarning pe jur: Your child bas beamed the sound f a3 in ‘fob’

*Depanding on regicnal p mﬂtmﬂlhtwhwb'ﬂf M}Jfﬁ‘pwlfuln:!gwdl

Phase 3 Tri:h, Fm:[-‘.’: Wh.n; i ':richf
tricky waord
| was a The ‘a’ makes the sound o.
Learsing s far For ‘o, your o child han Searned the wund & a3 in ‘ot
| o ol \'Mdﬂdhnsmtl,ltlm:udﬂid]ﬁﬂmlmwtﬁmdﬂbgﬂu&grqﬁ'ﬂd.Hirl-_|
| | it makes the sound oo Las in ‘food). |
| thay L'l Yoeur chitd has not et learned the different sounds made by the digraph ey’ Here, |
it mokes the sound al
| my |g The 'y’ maket the seund igh
| b’ Learsing w0 far; For ', child han bearnad the sgund g as in ‘gap
| ol |a The ‘e’ makes the sound er
Learwing se Jar: Foe "o, your owr chikd has learned the seund & as in 'oa
| are whinle word This s a rare spelling of the sound ar.
| nare whole word The ' makes the sousd sh The “wre’ makis two sounds (goo pha the schwa sound)
s Tt are et Al .i".-_'_l'l_l:ar fomafuls
| prure ure The ur:‘mnknimmt,upluwmmm
| o Tt Soamds




Phase & Tricky part{s) | Why is it tricky?

tricky word
snied ai The 'u’ mkn!hrwnd *
5 o The ‘o' mhulh.!mn.du.

1 Ll-ﬂﬁll«qu]’q Fow o', 4 :
.h.wnl ":'I” Tudﬂdhsmtglthurmhd]gﬂfhw Mmknduﬂumdv
like - Your child Ras not yet learned the split digraph ', which makes the sound igh.
SumE e Your chidd has mot et learned the digraph ‘o' Here, it makes the sound u
o
-
e & Ihomtummﬂw{ﬂmfﬁbﬂ
were Tere !Tl.llngr-n.ph “ere’ makes the sound ur.

hay i & rary wpeling Jor tha poond

here Lere | Yo cidd has mot yet learned the trigraph ere’. Here, it makes the sound ear,
little L3 { Your chibd hes not et leanad the digraph W, which makes the somnd L
LT ay Th.lrlrgrq)h'u"n'uknﬂ*:mmd-l
there Lere | Your chid has not yet learmed the trigraph ‘ere’. Here, it makes the sound alr.
when why mmmmwmwwm_ﬁﬂ_umﬂmm*
what wh Your child has not yet learned the digraph ‘wh'. Heve, it makes the sound w.

a The graphime 'a’ mlmnhtmun

| :,..-qu“ se fur For o', o i brarved e a
ont whole word Thwvmmmwl Thrd-rnph ummm-L
ot o | Your child has mot yet bearned the different sounds made by the digraph ‘ou’
taday 1eday The woed ‘voday’ humurmmmaummumu{uhj'mmu

r-ulm uhnmm !h-l digraph ‘ay & not yet decodabls,

Terminology

Phonsma: The smalest unit of sound that can be sdemtifind in words. Wie alie use the verm “sound but your child may
e the word ‘phonsms’ Thmmhphwmwmmmtmumm’ngq
m:hhlnmgmnfhmw:pwnphmmhmmg Thrwnggrq:hmnmqurd.m
represent phonemes in our written longuage is known ot the alphabetic code

Dwecode: To break down (sourd out’) o wrtten word into sounds then blend the sounds together to read the word.
Dlgraph: A grapheme made of two letters that represent one sound. An example is the 'sh’ in ‘shop’. Your child may wse
chae mantra “twa betters, one sound when they spos a digraph.

Schwa: This i the mame for the moat common sound in English. It is the unmressed sound that we find in many wordy
mdcmblipllldmmmgwngs It makes an W' sewnd, Mkhumh:mw&nglnmmt.hﬂlplumm:d‘
beetter, carvgt, bglloon.

Trigraph: A gropheme made of three letters io represent one sound. An example is the ‘igh’ in ‘sight’ Your child may we
the mantra “thees letoers, one sound when thay spes o wrigraph



Information for parents and carers

\LETTERS AND/
\SOUNDS /

. REVISED -~
— -

Your child’s reading journey
Reception Spring term

We are now over halfway through your child's first year at school! We hope you have
seen the huge progress that your child has made in reading. The children have learned
the Phase 2 sounds and are at various stages of learning to blend sounds to read words.

It is really important to remember that learning to read comes more quickly to some
children than others. We are here to help alf children learn to read and will provide your
child with extra help if they need it.

In Reception this term, we will be teaching Phase 3 sounds. These are common vowel
digraphs (two letters making one sound, for example ‘0a’) and trigraphs (three letters
making one sound, for example 'igh"). Spotting these digraphs and trigraphs is key to
cracking this next stage in the reading journey.

What will my child be taught in school this term?
* This term, phonics lessons run for 20-30 minutes daily.

* Your child will learn the Phase 3 vowel digraphs and trigraphs on their own
and in words.

* They will continue to be taught the tricky words that they will read in their books.

* They will be reading either Phase 2 or Phase 3 decodable books, depending on
where they are most secure. Some children will use the blending practice boolks for
additional practice with blending sounds into words. Your child will only read books
containing sounds they are confident with.

My child is reading the books fluently at home. Do they need a more
challenging book?

* Mol We want children to be able to read fluently and
not find reading to be a chore.

* Once they can read fluently, they can focus on adding
exprassion when reading aloud and showing their
understanding of the book. Use the prompts on the back
page of the books to check your child's understanding.

* Remember that phonics supports your child's reading
and their spelling!




All for the love of reading

Phonics is the way we unlock reading
for your child. Qur goal is for your
child to master phonics, so they
become a confident reader who
loves books.

Remember that when children choose

to read, they increase their vocabulary,

knowledge of the world around them
and they develop their empathy. We
will share books with your child every
day and would love it if you did the
same. Reading with your child really is
the best possible way to inspire a love
of books in them.

What can | do to support my child
at home?

Read to your child daily - books
you can enjoy together. The love of
reading books we send home are a
great place to start!

Listen to them practise reading their
phonics book to develop their fluency.

Grown-up homework!

* |If you can, get a set of 'Little Wandle
at Home' phonics flashcards (from
collins.co.uk/pages/little-wandle-at-
home) and play the suggested gamaes.

*  Ask your child's teacher if you need
extra help with supporting your child -
that's what we're here for!

Here are some quick activities and links to give you the confidence to support your child with phonics.

1. Match the words to the definitions

1. segment a. two letters that make
one sound

2. digraph b. three letters that make
one sound

3. trigraph c. breaking apart the

sounds in a word

2. Watch the videos for parents

Go to the "For parents’ area of the Little
Wandle wabsite {see link below} and watch
the following videos:

FPhase 3 sounds taught in Reception Spring 1
How we teach tricky words

3. Help your child to develop a love of reading

Try to do one or more of the following with your
child this term:

= Visit your local library.
* Find a book to buy in your local charity shop.
* Learn a nursery rhyme together.

+  Make a special time every day for
sharing books.




