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Your child’s reading journey
Reception Autumn term

Welcome to the beginning of the most wonderful journey in which your child, whatever
their starting point, will become a fluent, confident reader who loves books!

For many children at the start of Reception, letters look like squiggles on the page and
hawve no connection to sounds. Learning that letters and sounds are linked - phonics -
is the key to reading.

In Recaption this term, we will teach children the sounds of the first set of letters in the
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme (Phase 2) so they can begin to
use phonics to read.

All for the love of reading

Reading enables children to function successfully in our increasingly text-filled world.
But research also tells us that:

= Reading develops children's vocabulary, understanding of the world and empathy.
= A love of reading is the biggest indicator of future academic success!
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised teaches children to read and to love reading.

‘What will my child be taught in school this term?
= This term, your child will be taught phonics for 10-15 minutes every day.

= They will learn to say and read all the single letter sounds (for example, s and m)
and some consonant digraphs. A digraph is where two letters make one sound
(for example qu and sh).

= We will work really hard to teach your child to blend sounds
together to read words.

= They will start reading wordless books and, when they can
blend sounds into words, will read Phase 2 books.

= We will provide your child with daily additional practice
if they need it.




How can | read a wordless book?!

= ‘Wordless books are invaluable as they teach reading behaviours and early reading
skills to children who are not yet blending.

» Talk to your child about what they can see in the pictures.
=  Point to the images in the circles and find them on the page.

= Encourage your child to make links from the book to their own experiences.

‘What about words that can’t be read easily with phonics?

= Some common words are unusual and do not make sense with phonics until much
later in your child's reading journey, for example, ‘was’ and ‘the'.

= We call these words ‘tricky words’ and we teach these words differently. We help
children to identify the bit that does make sense and the part that is tricky.

* The ‘Phase 2 tricky words' document provides maore information. You will find this in
the ‘For parents’ area of the Little Wandle website.

‘What can | do to support my child at home?

= Ask themn what sounds they have learned each day and point out objects in the
environment or in books that start with that sound.

= Read to your child daily - choose books that you can enjoy together. The love of
reading books we send home are a great place to start!

= Listen to them practise reading their phonics book to develop their fluency.

= Ask your child's teacher if you need extra help with supporting your child - that's
what we're here for!

Grown-up homework!

All for the love of reading

Phonics is the way we unlock reading
for your child. Our goal is for your
child to master phonics, so they
become a confident reader who
loves books.

Remember that when children choose

to read, they increase their vocabulary,

knowledge of the world around them
and they develop their empathy. We
will share books with your child every
day and would love it if you did the
same. Reading with your child really is
the best possible way to inspire a love
of books in them.

What can | do to support my child
at home?

Read to your child daily - books
you can enjoy together. The love of
reading books we send home are a
great place to start!

Listen to them practise reading their
phonics book to develop their fluency.

Grown-up homework!

Here are some quick activities and links to give you the confidence to support your child with phonics.

1. Match the words to the definitions

If you can, get a set of ‘Little Wandle
at Home' phonics flashcards (from
collins.co.uk/pages/little-wandle-at-
home) and play the suggested games.

Ask your child's teacher if you need
extra help with supporting your child -
that's what we're here for!

Here are some quick activities and links to give you the confidence to support your child with phonics. 3. Help your child to develop a love of reading

1. Match the words to the definitions 3. Help your child to develop a love of reading L ikl i 'er:;e's tht e Try to do one or more of the following with your
onRe:SOu child this term:
1. phoneme a. puttimg sounds together to Try to do one or more of the following with your
read a word child this berm: 2. digraph b. three letters that make * Visit your local library.
2 grapheme b another word for a sound = Wisit your local lbrary: one sound + Find a book to buy in your local charity shop.
3. blend c. another word for a letter or *  Find a book to buy in your local charity shop. 3. trigraph c. breaking apart the « Learn a nursery rhyme together.

group of letters

2. Watch the videos for parents

Go to the 'For parents’ area of the Little Wandle
website (see link, right) and watch the following
widens:

= Phase 2 sounds taught in Reception Auturnn 1
» Phase 2 sounds taught in Reception Autumn 2
= How we teach blending

= Books coming home

= Learn a nursery rhiyme together.

= Make a special time every day for sharing
books.

Find further resources and

Information for parents and carers at:

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.
org.uk/resources/for-parents

sounds in a word

2. Watch the videos for parents

Go to the ‘For parents’ area of the Little
Wandle website (see link below) and watch
the following videos:

* Phase 3 sounds taught in Reception Spring 1
* How we teach tricky words

Make a special time every day for
sharing books.

Find further resources and
information for parents and carers at:
www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.
org.uk/resources/for-parents



Information for parents and carers

Phase 2 grapheme information sheet Autumn 1
. _ ) Grapheme and maemanic Pictivre card Pranunciation phrase Formation phrase
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Your child’s reading journey -
L] L]
Reception Spring term Ryt pr iyl e
ridich & & &
We are now aver halfway through your child's first year at school! We hope you have a
seen the huge progress that your child has made in reading. The children have learned —

the Phase 2 sounds and are at various stages of learning to blend sounds to read words.

It is really important to remember that learning to read comes more quickly to some
children than others. We are here to help alf children learn to read and will provide your
child with extra help if they need it.

In Reception this term, we will be teaching Phase 3 sounds. These are common vaowel
digraphs (two letters making one sound, for example ‘0a") and trigraphs (three letters
making one sound, for example 'igh"). Spotting these digraphs and trigraphs is key to
cracking this next stage in the reading journey.

What will my child be taught in school this term?
* This term, phonics leszons run for 20-30 minutes daily.

* Your child will learn the Phase 3 vowel digraphs and trigraphs on their own
and in words.

*  They will continue to be taught the tricky words that they will read in their books.

* They will be reading either Phase 2 or Phase 3 decodable books, depending on
where they are most secure. Some children will use the blending practice boolks for
additional practice with blending sounds into words. Your child will only read books
containing sounds they are confident with.

My child is reading the books fluently at home. Do they need a more
challenging book?

* Mol We want children to be able to read fluently and
not find reading to be a chore.

* Once they can read fluently, they can focus on adding
exprassion when reading aloud and showing their
understanding of the book. Use the prompts on the back
page of the books to check your child’s understanding.

* Remember that phonics supports your child's reading
and their spelling!

&

Oipen. yoesr kigs; put that tip of your
tongue behind wowr teeth and press
(311

Duoewen the tiger and sross s seck.

)

penguin

Biring your lips cagather, pesh them
apen and say p p P

Ducawn thie penguin’s back, up and
aned its hisd

3

|

Pull wour lips back and make the §
sound ot thet back of your mouth
[

Dhowwen chie igearea and dot that beaf.

)

Open yeer kps o bit, pur your
tongue behind gour teeth and
make the nmanm sound AARRR

Dwowwn, up and over the nex

Bt
Pur your lips gether ard make Dhoswen, up and cver the mouse's
| g the mmmmm sound memmmm ears.
maiise

= 2023 Wandle Learning Trust. All rights resared




Erq:hmu and mREmERic

Prensnciation phrase

Formation phrase

d d
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Pur your tongue ta the top aed
front of your moutk and make a
quick d sound d d d

Ricesred the duck’s body, up 1o s
hesd and dows o s feet

g9

G M o bh] o thean shows
your tieth; press the middie of
tongui to the top amd bock of gour
usiEh; pusha,an.r tongua down
and forwerd 1o maks the g

snun.d.ggg

Reared the goan’s face and curl
under s chim

O O

o 5

octopus

Maoke your mouth iste round shape
and IIIIJ [E-N-)

All around thi ocooges

€ C

&

ac

Opin Lot mouth eae & ik weile;
make your tongue flor and mee it
up towands the top of your mouth
oAy Eee

Curl arowred ot cot

i k

Lo

kire

Opin Lot mouth eae & liche weile;
make your tongue flor and mee it
up towands the top of your mouth
oo say e ke ke

Dhowen thie kite, up 1o the cop comar
and down o the bortos cormer.

&l ck

F

sock

Opin [l mouth a0 & itk weile,
make your tongu flar and mee it
up towands the top of your mouth
tosay EEE

¢ Curl arund the heel of the sock.
k Down the sock, up ard back
down to the toe.

Catchphrase: Rock char sock!

e e

®

Open yoer mouth wide and soy
eee

Aroened the dlophesnt’s aye and curd
doswn its runk.

= 2023 Wandle Learning Trust. &ll rights resarved
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Phase & Tricky part{s) | Why is it tricky?

tricky word

sl ai The ‘ai’ makes the sound £,
o Ta [ The "o’ makes the sound oa.
Learsing to far
hase e _deddhjmn,lthu:udﬂudhyaph'ﬂ'.ﬁu:hmknmtmundv.
like - Your child has mot et learned the split digraph i—¢', which makes the sound igh
SumE e Your chidd has mot et learned the digraph ‘o' Here, it makes the sound u
o
lowe
di a Th'n‘mkﬂlhwuﬂ.ﬂm[um'fmd'].
weTe e [ The trigraph ‘ere’ makes the sound ur.
here e Your child has not yet learned the trigraph ‘ere’. Here, it mokes the sound sar.
litnle _It _deddhjnntl,ltlnmudﬂudlyaph'lf.ﬂ\ﬂmnlnﬂwsmdl
s oy The digraph ey’ makes the sound
thene e Your chid has mot yet learned the trigraph ‘ere’. Heve, it mokes the sound alr.
whies b ‘l'mu'dddhﬂﬁutl,ltlnmnnd.ﬂudlfaph'wh‘.Hrﬂ,un1.uj:l|.1hrsn|.u|-dw
whak why Your chilld has mot yet learned the digraph ‘wh'. Here, it makes the sound w.
a The graphime ‘o’ makes the wound o,
Learsing to far ™
[T whaole waord Thw#mm:hmmﬂaw-l‘mw}fmtﬂ:hmdm
out Tau .\'ourd-ldhﬂim:-;nlruudmtdifjmwmdiudlbgthdigraphw
today 1eday The word ‘voday’ hat two tricky panms: the ‘o’ is an unstreiied oo (1 in Jeod’) that
meakes the schwa sound®; the digrﬂ,ph'ag’ i not yet decodakis
Terminology

Phonema: The smalest unit of sound that can be sdemtifind in words. Wie alse use the verm “sound but your child may
s the word ‘phonsme’. There are 44 phonemas or sounds in the English language

l.'-'vu.phm: A letter or group n_f ltners wsind to reprEsEnl o phnnn-nr in wrizing Thie way gmph.rmn ang used 19
represent phonemes in our written longuage is known ot the alphobetic code

Decode: To break doswn Csowrsd out?) o wrdten word into sounds then blend the sowends t-nqﬂhef to read the word.
Dlgraph: A grapheme made of two letters that represent one sound. An example is the ‘sh’ in ‘shop’. Your child may use
tha mantra ‘Two betters, one sound when they spet a digraph

Schwa: This & the name for the modn comemon sowend in English. 1t is the unmtressed sound that we find in many words
and con be speled in many ways It makes an "k’ sound, which varies according to accent. Examplies include: the,
beettgr, carvgt, bglloon.

Trigraph: A gropheme made of three letters to represent one sound. An example is the ‘igh’ in ‘sight’”. Your child may use
che mmantra ‘thees littis, e sousd” when '|h.||5 spet @ '|rigmph



Phase 2 tricky words: Reception Autumn term
Information for parents and carers

“Tricky words’ are words that cannot easily be decoded ('sounded out’ and read). This is because some of the sounds in
the words are spelied in an unusual way. It is important for children 1o be able 10 read these words as they are among
the most common words in English

The table below shows the tricky words that your child will learn in Phase 2 in the Autumn term of Reception and

explains why each word s tricky. Children will practise the tricky words in school until they can read them automatically
They will also practise reading the tricky words in the decodable books that they bring home

Phase 2 Tricky part(s) | Why is it tricky?
tricky word !
The ‘s’ males the sound z

s s
as ound s a3 n ‘sat’. They will learn that
has
his
I i The ¢ makes the sound lgh
Learning so for For your chid has learned the sound | as »n pin
the th Your child has not yet learned the digraph ‘th' or the schwa sound made by the ‘¢’
.
put* u The ‘y’ makes the sound oo (as in ‘beok)
pull Learning se for: For 'V, yow child has learned the sound u as in ‘cup
Jull
and nd Yow chddhasnot gcz lmnud hw to bhnd rogether adjacent consonants.
her L 13",’,‘1“,“2‘,"9,’3‘)", }{qrncd the dqnph er’
90 o The ‘0" makes the sound ea.
aa Learning so far For ‘o', yowr child has learmed the sound ¢ a3 in ‘dog
o o The ‘o’ makes the wund 00 (u in food) or the schwa wund depending on context
nto Learning s far: For ‘o has learned the 1ound o a1 in ‘dog
she € The *¢ makes the sound ee
he Learning so for: For ‘¢, your child has learmed the sound o a1 in ‘egq
we
me
be
of { The °f makes the sow\d v
lt“!l‘lln,".""l’ Your ch wamed the sound ’u\ in ‘fah

*Depending on ngcnal pronunciaticns, not olf chidren will be tought the words ‘put’, pul' oIl and ‘push” as tricky words

Phase 3 Tricky part(s) | Why is it tricky?
tricky word

The ‘a’ makes the ww\d o

was a
luu.agw[u Feor 'd ch o deor ToUn 3

you ou chhddhosnolwlmrudmcdtﬂnm sounds modcbglhe d-gmph o, ch,

| | & makes the sound oo (as in ‘food)

they oy Your child has not yet learned the different sounds made by the digraph ‘ey’. Here,
[ n}nl;c} tM mnd al

vy y The * y makes the w\md lgh

by Learning so far: For 'y, child earned the ound y as in ‘gap

lal Ta | The 'a’ makes the sound or - -

| Learning so far: For 'd’, your our chikd

nholzword Thuuormcspchgojmso‘md-

| sure whole word The ‘s’ makes tht sow\d sh The" m makes two sounds (yoo phus the schwa sound) |
ALt Are rafe 19 1 JOr These soun
'pun [ure | The ‘ure’ makes two sounds (yoo plus the schwa sound)

Erq:hﬂu and mRemaRie Picture card ml'm an.l.linlphn.u
megmrmnudlnwmd.mg Drosen and arcessed tha wmbkewlla
ig T and back w thie growd

wmbralln
Sheww Mz your teath 1o make a From tha doud to the ground aed
FRRT sound FEFEY FRETE owar the rainbow

rainbow
Open yoer mouth and kewathe out | Doswen, up and cver the helicogasr.
sharply b b

helicoprer
Put your lips sogether ased say b as | Daswn chie bear's back, wp and
you cpen them b b b rosared 115 Dy,

bear

mep.rlpsul.lnlr_.pu:gnu.r Duzewn chie flamingo to ics foon ared
cewrth on your botioe lip and pesh | across it wings.
thit air out to make the sound Jif
biiii)

flamirgs
Open yoesr mouth a lile; put Dwwwn che lollipop stick.
your tongui up to the top of g
moith, behisd your tiarth, and
press LULRL LBLEL

lollipop

= 2023 Wandle Laarning Trust. All rights resarved.




Phase 2 grapheme information sheet

Autumn 2

Grapkeme and maemanic Picture card Prenunciation phrase Formation phrase
Puckar your lips and show | Diowm che jellgfish and dot
\gour teath use your tomges | its hiad
= you sy
Piat gour weeth against your | Dewm to the bomom of the
Ibotoe, lip and make & wolcano and back wp to the
t [oTTi VW Y top
wolcans

Puckar your lips and kesp
shim small 05 you soy w
- w

Drovwm amed up omd dows and
up the waves

Mouth opem, than pi tha
esly soeeed theough e you
ol Ijl'!u.l' mourh £8 &5 £3

(xxxl

From. the top, across the box
to the bortom. From tee top
again sross the box 1o tha
bottom

Smilo, tosayat 1o tha tap of
1g0ur mourh, say Y witkoo
opaning your mouth gyy

Dhaem, ernuind the yo-yo and
curl round thie string

e
O
bax
yoya

zebra

Shecvas mat Your teath and
ey that B Soesmed ERERE
prarad

#Across the top of the rebra's
hesd, zig-rag dows its eack
and aloeg

2021

Grapkeme and maemaonic

Picture card

Prenanciation phrase

Fermation phrase |
Catehphrase

qu qu
éb ch

s

quemn.

Pocker your maith,
thim open & a5 you say
e g qu

Pudier your lips and show
gour etk USE your tomges
a5 yoa say ch eh ey

q Round the quesn’s face,
down her robe and a fleck ar
et @il

qu Quick, ix's the quesn!

ch Chisw thie chisrias,
childran

chirris
Pucker your lips and show | sh Share thie shalls
gour tegth; push the air our
S shikshshsh s
shudls

th th

Voiced: Tomges om your
et tawth abmost dosed
make a beozieg th th th
Unveieed: Tongue on wour
et push the air out
th th th

th Thasmhs up, we're havisg l
fiam

thiimb
Open your mouts a bit and | ng Bling o= a ring
whim use o tomged ot thie
back of your mouth to say
n 9 ans %3
ring
- - Opem your mouth o bit and | nk | think | am pisk
thim use youor tomgee ot the
bk of your mouts ts say
n n o
pink panda
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