
 

English Long Term Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year R 
 

Reading 

Little Wandle Phonics session Daily and 3x Weekly Reading sessions 

Writing 

Theme:  
Traditional Tales 

 

Texts: 
Jack and The 

Beanstalk, The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff, The 
Three Little Pigs, The 
Enormous Turnip, The 
Ugly Duckling, Chicken 
Licken, The Light Within 

You and The Best 
Diwali Ever 

 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Drawing Club 

Recognising names, 
identifying initial sounds 
in words and matching 
to known graphemes, 

pre-writing shapes, 
assigning meaning to 
mark making, making 

marks to represent 
sounds and developing 

a tripod grip 
 

Handwriting 
Finger Gym and Dough 

Disco 

Theme:  
All About Us 

 

Texts: 
Incredible You!, Martha 
Maps it Out!, Heather 
Has Two Mummies, 

The Koala Who Could, 
My Monster and Me, 

The Dot, The Bad Seed, 
Daisy’s Dragons-A 

Story About Feelings, 
As We Grow-The 
journey of life and 

Giraffes Can’t Dance 
 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Drawing Club 

Tracing and copying 
names, planning and 
orally rehearsing a 

simple phrase, 
segmenting, identifying 
and transcribing GPCs 

for CVC words and 
forming curly letters 

 

Handwriting 
Finger Gym and Dough 

Disco 

Theme:  
The Planets 

 

Texts: 
Meet the Planets, Eric 
and the Red Planet, 
Draw Me a Star, The 
Way Back Home, The 

Smeds and The Smoos, 
Look Up!, If I Were an 

Astronaut, You Choose 
in Space and A Place 

for Pluto 
 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Drawing Club 

Writing names, writing 
lists, labels and 

captions, planning, 
orally rehearsing and 
transcribing a simple 

phrase and forming long 
letters 

 

Handwriting 
Finger Gym and Dough 

Disco 

Theme:  
Animals and Plants 

 

Texts: 
The Rabbit, The Dark 
and The Biscuit Tin, 

Owl Babies, There's a 
Lion in My Cornflakes, 
Poo in The Zoo, What 

The Ladybird Heard, Oi 
Frog!, The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, The Teeny 
Weeny Tadpole and 
The Extraordinary 

Gardener 
 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Drawing Club 

Writing names with 
mostly correct 

formations, recognising 
and naming some 

capital letters, reading 
simple sentences, 

planning, orally 
rehearsing and 

transcribing simple 
phrases, using a full 

stop, recognising and 
naming some capital 

letters and forming one 
bouncy letters 

 

Handwriting 
Finger Gym and Dough 

Disco 

Theme:  
Transport 

 

Texts: 
Mr.Gumpy’s Motor Car, 

Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels, Emma Jane’s 
Aeroplane, You Can’t 
Take an Elephant on 
the Bus, Here Comes 

The Train, Billy and the 
Pirates, The Pirates 

Next Door, We Catch 
the Bus and You Can’t 
Call an Elephant in an 

Emergency 
 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Drawing Club 

Writing names with the 
correct formations, 

identifying when to use 
capital letters, orally 
composing simple 

sentences, planning, 
orally composing and 

transcribing simple 
phrases with the 

appropriate punctuation 
and forming zig zag 

letters 
 

Handwriting 
Finger Gym and Dough 

Disco 

Theme: 
Under the Sea 

 

Texts: 
Sharing a Shell, Little 
Turtle and the Sea, 
Tiddler, Octopants, 

Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley, The Rainbow 
Fish, The Odd Fish, 
Commotion in the 

Ocean and Barry the 
Fish with Fingers 

 

Knowledge and Skills: 
Drawing Club 

Recognising and 
naming most capital 

letters, planning, orally 
composing and 

transcribing simple 
sentences with 

appropriate punctuation 
and forming most letters 

correctly with a tripod 
pencil grip 

 

Handwriting 
Finger Gym and Dough 

Disco 



Year 1 

Reading 

Little Wandle Daily Phonics and 3x Weekly Reading sessions 

Writing 

Shark in the Park 
The Gruffalo 

Lost in the Toy 
Museum 

Lost and Found 
The Jolly Postman 

Little Red Riding Hood 
Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears 
Hansel and Gretel 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

The Gingerbread Man 

Man on the Moon – A 
Day in the life of Bob 

Diary entry 
 

Beegu 
Letter to advise 

 
QPootle5 

Letter to inform 
 

The Big Jungle Mix-Up 
New page for the book 
with a new mixed up 

animal 
 

The Tiger who Came 
to Tea 

Narrative about a 
different creature 

coming to tea 
 

The Lion Inside 
Diary entry 

Paddington 
Letter 

 
Instructions 

Instructions to make a 
sandwich 

 
The Great Fire of 
London / Samuel 

Pepys 
Diary entry 

Dear Greenpeace 
Thank you Letter 

 
Tidy 

Letter of apology 
 

Clem and Crab 
Diary entry 

Writing outcomes: Accurate sentences including; 
finger spaces between words, punctuated 

sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, 
capital letters for names, joining words and joining 

clauses using ‘and’, capital letters used for the 
personal pronoun ‘I’, using ‘ing’ and ‘ed’ where no 

change is needed in the spelling of root words. 

Year 2 

Reading 

Little Wandle Daily 
Phonics Phase 5 review 

sessions 
3x Little Wandle Weekly 

Reading sessions 

Little Wandle Daily Phonics Phase 5 review sessions for those still on LW 
3x Little Wandle Weekly Reading sessions/LW Fluency Sessions 

2 x Whole class comprehension sessions focusing on the 6 core reading comprehension skills 

Writing 

Little Wandle Daily 
Bridge to Spelling 

sessions 
 

Where the Wild Things 
Are 

Letter 
 

The Yellow Bag (film 
clip) 

A poem with a repeating 
pattern 

 
Pattan’s Pumpkin 

Narrative 

Little Wandle Daily 
Bridge to Spelling 

sessions 
 

Follow me Little Fox 
A narrative from the 

point of view of a child 
living in the city 

 
Journey 

Portal story 

Little Wandle Daily 
Spelling sessions  

 
Hare and Tortoise  

Letter 
 

Tortoise vs Hare – The 
Rematch 
Recount 

 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Character Description 

Little Wandle Daily 
Spelling sessions 

 
The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch 

Re-telling story from the 
point of view of the 

seagulls (I viewpoint) 
 

Lighthouse (film clip) 
Diary entry 

 
Florence Nightingale 

and Mary Seacole 
Information books 
Non-chronological 

report 

Little Wandle Daily 
Spelling sessions 

 
The Tin Forest 

Recount 
 

The Koala Who Could 
Persuasive letter 

 
Mama Panya’s 

Pancakes 
Diary entry 

Little Wandle Daily 
Spelling sessions 

 
The Hundred Decker 

Bus 
Newspaper report 

 
Bubbles (film clip) 

Narrative 
 

How to Wash a Woolly 
Mammoth 

An entertaining 
instruction leaflet 

 


